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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of January 23 shows significant 
improvement from the previous week. 
But long-term drought continues to linger 
stubbornly in some parts of the state. 
During the last 27 months, at least one-
fifth of the state has been in drought.

Drought conditions
 S 27% now
 S 31% a week ago
 S 75% three months ago
 S 55% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of the 
U.S. Drought Monitor

River basin 
reservoir 
storage
Reservoir storages in 
the Sabine, Trinity, and 
other basins in East 
Texas are near or above 
normal for the time 
of year. Meanwhile, 
storages in the Colorado, 
Guadalupe, San Antonio, 
Nueces, and Rio Grande 
basins are at least 20 
percentage points lower 
than what is considered 
normal.
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Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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