
Water Weekly
For the week of 02/26/24

Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of February 20 shows a few small 
areas of improvement in Central and 
South Texas in the last week, along with 
larger areas of degradation in West 
Texas. Overall, drought increased by 
two percentage points, the first weekly 
increase in five weeks.

Drought conditions
 S 23% now
 S 21% a week ago
 S 44% three months ago
 S 58% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 
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Data courtesy of Water Data for Texas

Amarillo and Austin reservoirs
Ongoing drought 
conditions in Central 
Texas have reduced 
the contents of 
Austin’s water 
supply reservoirs. 
Meanwhile, better 
conditions in the 
Panhandle have 
improved conditions 
for Amarillo. For 
the first time since 
2000, Amarillo’s 
surface water supply 
(44.4% of capacity) 
is doing better than 
Austin’s (44%).

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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