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For the week of 02/26/18

Water conditions
Thanks to recent rains, the total area of the state impacted 
by drought remained unchanged last week, breaking a 
string of nine straight weeks of drought 
expansion. Additionally, extreme drought 
declined two percentage points but still 
covers 11 percent of the state.

Drought conditions
 S 71% now
 S 71% a week ago
 S 20% three months ago
 S 2% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional
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Amarillo 
precipitation
After an extremely 
wet August 2017, 
Amarillo endured 
a record 126-day 
stretch without 
measurable precip-
itation from Octo-
ber 13, 2017, to 
February 17, 2018. 
Relief came in the 
form of 0.01 inches 
of rainfall, bringing 
little improvement 
to the area, which 
is now experiencing 
extreme drought.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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