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Water conditions
The most recent drought map shows improvement 
of drought conditions in parts of the state, notably 
in and around Jones County. But more 
areas saw worsening drought conditions, 
particularly the Panhandle and South, 
Coastal, and East Texas.

Drought conditions
SS 50% now
SS 44% a week ago
SS 54% three months ago
SS 2% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Amarillo 
precipitation
Amarillo averages 
about 20 inches of 
precipitation a year. 
From November 
2017 to May 2018, 
however, precipitation 
has amounted to  
only 1.04 inches. 
That’s on pace to 
shatter the previous 
record for the driest 
November to October, 
which was about 8 
inches recorded in 
2010–2011.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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