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Water conditions
For conditions as of October 8, the latest drought map 
shows improvement in West Texas and the Panhandle, 
eliminating drought from those parts of 
the state. Meanwhile, drought intensified 
in Central Texas, and extreme drought 
now covers 9 percent of the state.

Drought conditions
 S 49% now
 S 46% a week ago
 S 1% three months ago
 S 12% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Data courtesy of NOAA

September 
temperature
High temperatures 
often lead to drought. 
September 2019 set 
several records for 
average temperature, 
including the hottest 
September for the state 
for data going back to 
1895. Other temperature 
records included hottest 
August-September 
and hottest 48- and 
60-month periods ending 
in September.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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