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Water conditions
Thanks to recent beneficial rainfall in the Panhandle 
and North Texas, the latest drought map for conditions 
as of December 31 shows improvement 
for the first time in six weeks. Statewide, 
moderate or worse drought conditions 
were reduced by 3 percentage points 
from the previous week.

Drought conditions
 S 36% now
 S 39% a week ago
 S 46% three months ago
 S 1% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Key

5 Class Degradation
4 Class Degradation
3 Class Degradation
2 Class Degradation
1 Class Degradation
No Change
1 Class Improvement
2 Class Improvement
3 Class Improvement
4 Class Improvement
5 Class ImprovementMap courtesy of the U.S. Drought Monitor

Drought change 
in the last month
As December 2019 began, 
moderate or worse drought 
covered 34 percent of  
the state, primarily in 
Central Texas. 
Since that time, 
we’ve had some 
improvement in the 
west but degradation 
in the east. The total area 
of the state impacted 
by drought increased 2 
percentage points during 
the month.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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