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Water conditions
After a two-week hiatus, extreme drought is back in 
the form of two small pockets that cover less than 1 
percent of the state in four counties 
in the Panhandle. In March, extreme 
drought was entrenched in South Texas, 
impacting almost 7 percent of the state.

Drought conditions
 S 23% now
 S 14% a week ago
 S 21% three months ago
 S 0.5% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional
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Amarillo 
rainfall
Amarillo received 
almost 26 inches of 
precipitation, nearly 
6 inches more than 
average, from April 
2019 to March 
2020. But April and 
May 2020 brought 
only half an inch of 
rainfall, more than 
3 inches below 
average and the 
second driest April-
May in 75 years.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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