
Water Weekly
For the week of 07/20/20

Water conditions
With the exception of a few areas impacted by 
scattered storms, most of Texas has experienced high 
temperatures and drier-than-normal 
conditions during the first half of July. 
As a result, the latest drought map for 
conditions as of July 14 shows significant 
expansion of drought.

Drought conditions
 S 32% now
 S 25% a week ago
 S 16% three months ago
 S 2% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional
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Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
The latest seasonal 
drought outlook from 
the National Weather 
Service doesn’t look good 
for Texas. Through the 
end of October, drought 
is expected to maintain 
its grip on West Texas 
and the Panhandle while 
expanding to cover most 
of Central Texas as well.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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