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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as of November 
17 shows significant worsening of drought conditions. 
The area of the state impacted by 
drought increased 18 percentage  
points from the previous week, the 
largest one-week increase in drought 
since December 2010.
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Seasonal 
drought outlook
La Niña conditions (below 
average sea surface 
temperatures in the eastern 
equatorial Pacific) are 
expected to persist into 
next spring, bringing hotter 
and drier-than-average 
conditions to the southern 
U.S., including Texas. 
Through the end of February, 
the National Weather Service 
doesn’t expect any drought 
relief for our state.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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