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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as 
of July 20 shows drought shrinking again 
but hanging on in parts of five counties 
in West Texas. Severe or worse drought 
has been eliminated from the state for 
the first time since June 2019.

Drought conditions
 S 3% now
 S 5% a week ago
 S 67% three months ago
 S 36% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 
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Midland 
precipitation
Precipitation from 
April 2020 to March 
2021 totaled only 3.37 
inches in Midland, 
which is the fourth 
driest 12-month period 
for that area since 
1895. Rainfall has 
been above average 
in April, May, and 
June this year and is 
on pace to be near 
average in July, driving 
drought from the area.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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