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Water conditions
Last week’s drought map showed minor 
improvements from the previous week. 
However, conditions as of November 
16 indicate a return to the pattern 
of week-to-week degradations that 
have occurred 10 of the last 11 weeks. 
Through the end of 2021, we should 
expect more weekly expansion in 
drought rather than improvements.

Drought conditions
 S 36% now
 S 32% a week ago
 S 1% three months ago
 S 75% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional
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Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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Drought 
change in  
the last year
The latest seasonal 
drought outlook 
from the National 
Weather Service 
anticipates drought 
expansion across 
all of Western and 
Central Texas by 
the end of February 
2022. Over that 
time period, drought 
is expected to persist 
but not expand in 
East Texas.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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