
Water Weekly
For the week of 02/14 /22

Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of February 8 shows a decrease in the 
area of the state impacted by drought, 
the second consecutive week that 
drought has declined. Additional rainfall 
may provide further improvements, 
particularly in Northeast Texas, by the 
next report.

Drought conditions
 S 78% now
 S 84% a week ago
 S 32% three months ago
 S 47% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 
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Data courtesy of NOAA

Brownsville and Laredo precipitation
Brownsville and Laredo are only about 200 miles apart but have experienced completely different rainfall since 
October 2021. Brownsville has received more than double the expected amount and remains drought free. 
Alternatively, Laredo has received less than a quarter of what is expected and is mired in severe drought.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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