
Water Weekly
For the week of 05/16/22

Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of May 10 shows continued 
contraction of drought in the northeast 
but continued intensification of 
drought along the central coast and 
in Central Texas. The area of the state 
impacted by exceptional drought 
climbed to 25 percent, its largest value 
in 8 years.

Drought conditions
	S 79% now
	S 80% a week ago
	S 78% three months ago
	S 44% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 
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Data courtesy of NOAA

Midland 
and Snyder 
precipitation
May precipitation has 
been highly variable 
across the state. Through 
May 13, Midland hasn’t 
received any measurable 
precipitation, continuing 
months of drought. 
Snyder, roughly 90 miles 
to the northeast, has 
received more than 3 
inches of rainfall in May, 
more than their total for 
the previous 8 months 
combined.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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