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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of July 5 shows expansion and 
intensification of drought for the fifth 
consecutive week. Extreme or worse 
drought now covers 46 percent of the 
state, up from 40 percent in early June, 
but still below the mid-May peak of 56 
percent.

Drought conditions
 S 87% now
 S 86% a week ago
 S 85% three months ago
 S 6% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 
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Frio River  
at Concan
Months of drought 
in the Hill Country 
have reduced stream 
flows to extremely 
low values. The Frio 
River at Concan, for 
example, is on pace 
for its lowest annual 
stream flow since 
1956. Flows at that 
location this year are 
well below those 
experienced in 2011.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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