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Water conditions
The drought map for August 2 conditions 
shows improvement in parts of West Texas 
and the Panhandle but degradation in 
other areas. The total area of drought was 
unchanged from last week, but extreme 
or worse drought was up two percentage 
points and now covers 62 percent of the 
state.
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Drought change  
in the last month
Scattered areas of West 
Texas, Central Texas, and the 
Panhandle benefited from 
showers associated with a 
good monsoon season in July. 
But precipitation 
was below 
average in large 
areas of the rest 
of the state, driving 
drought expansion and 
intensification, particularly 
in East Texas and South Texas.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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