
Water Weekly
For the week of 09/05/23

Water conditions
This week’s drought map shows 
that rainfall from Tropical Storm 
Harold remnants brought one to two 
categories of drought improvement to 
parts of South Texas. While other parts 
of the state saw continued degradation, 
the overall area of the state impacted 
by drought decreased for the first time 
in 11 weeks.

Drought conditions
 S 76% now
 S 79% a week ago
 S 34% three months ago
 S 76% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 
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Data courtesy of NOAA

August 
temperature 
and 
precipitation
With a statewide 
average temperature 
of 88.3°F and 
precipitation of 0.76 
inches, 2023 was the 
hottest and third driest 
August for Texas since 
2000. Only August 
2011 (0.74 inches) 
and 2000 (0.47 inches) 
were drier, while 
August 2022 (4.33 
inches) was the fourth 
wettest.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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