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Water conditions
Unusually dry and warm conditions are 
taking their toll on Texas. The drought 
map for October 22 shows two-thirds of 
the state in drought. Nearly a quarter of 
the state is abnormally dry, poised to slip 
into drought in coming weeks if conditions 
don’t change.

Map courtesy of the 
U.S. Drought Monitor

Drought conditions
67% 	now

55% 	a week ago

21% 	 three months ago

75% 	a year ago

Key

5 Class Degradation
4 Class Degradation

3 Class Degradation

2 Class Degradation

1 Class Degradation

No Change

1 Class Improvement
2 Class Improvement

3 Class Improvement

4 Class Improvement

5 Class Improvement

Drought change in the last month
After expanding for four consecutive weeks, the 
area of the state impacted by drought has doubled 
since late September and reached its largest extent 
since late October 2023. Large areas of Central 
and East Texas experienced two or more classes of 
drought degradation in the last month.
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Intensity
None

D0	Abnormally dry

D1	 Moderate drought

D2	Severe drought

D3	Extreme drought

D4	Exceptional drought

By Dr. Mark Wentzel, Hydrologist, Office of Water Science and Conservation
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