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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as 
of November 5 shows the first weekly 
decrease in drought area in more than 
a month. Widespread rains in early 
November brought one category of 
drought improvement to large areas 
of North and East Texas, outpacing 
degradations in Central and South Texas.

Map courtesy of the 
U.S. Drought Monitor

Record hot
Record dry
Record hot and dry

October 
temperature  
and precipitation
In October 2024, 153 
counties set or tied a record 
for the hottest October in 
the last 130 years, while 45 
counties set or tied a record 
for the driest October, and 
35 counties did both. Willacy 
County in South Texas had 
the “coolest” October (14th 
hottest) and second “wettest”  
(64th driest).

Data courtesy of NOAA

Drought conditions
	68%	 now

	74%	 a week ago

	24%	 three months ago

	65%	 a year ago

Intensity
D0	no change

D1	 abnormally dry

D2	moderate drought

D3	severe drought

D4	extreme drought

D5	exceptional drought

By Dr. Mark Wentzel, Hydrologist, Office of Water Science and Conservation
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