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Water conditions

The latest drought map for conditions as of
January 21 shows little change from the previous
week. January is historically Texas’

driest month, which encourages drought

expansion — but it’s also the coolest month,

which discourages expansion. On average,

changes in drought area during January are

less than a percentage point.

Drought conditions
42% now

42% a week ago

67% three months ago
27% a year ago
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DO Abnormally dry

D1 Moderate drought
D2 Severe drought

D3 Extreme drought
D4 Exceptional drought
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Key
- Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

E No drought

Map courtesy of
NOAA

U.S. seasonal
drought outlook

The National Weather
Service anticipates
drought expansion in
Texas by the end of
April. But most of the
Panhandle and North
Texas are expected to
remain drought free.
And areas of East Texas
which were recently
designated drought
free are also expected
to avoid the return of
drought.

By Dr. Mark Wentzel, Hydrologist, Office of Water Science and Conservation
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