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Water conditions
Since the beginning of September 2018, abundant 
rainfall has decreased the area of the state impacted 
by drought by 63 percentage points. The 
latest drought map shows only 1 percent  
of the state remains impacted by drought.

Drought conditions
SS 1% now
SS 2% a week ago
SS 64% three months ago
SS 9% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Map courtesy of the National  
Weather Service

October rainfall
On average, the state 
received 6.86 inches of 
precipitation in October 
2018, a new record for  
the month. In September 
2018 the state received  
6.75 inches of precipitation, 
also a monthly record. 
September–October 2018 
was the wettest two-month 
period for Texas in data  
going back to 1895.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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