
Water Weekly
For the week of 12/26/22

Water conditions
This week’s drought monitor map, for 
conditions as of December 20, shows 
improvements in Central and East Texas 
and degradations in South Texas. For the 
first time in more than a year, the total 
area impacted by drought has dropped 
to less than 50 percent of the state.

Drought conditions
 S 49% now
 S 52% a week ago
 S 60% three months ago
 S 65% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of the 
U.S. Drought Monitor
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Graph courtesy of  
National Weather Service

Water conditions
Precipitation in the San 
Antonio area has been 
well below normal this 
year. Late November rains 
were sufficient to push 
total precipitation for 
2022 above the record 
low amount recorded 
in 1917, but extreme or 
worse drought remains 
entrenched in the area.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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