
Water Weekly
For the week of 04/17/23

Water conditions
The latest drought monitor map, for 
conditions as of April 11, shows one to 
two categories of improvement across 
large areas of South and Central Texas. 
The net effect was the largest one-
week decrease in the area of the state 
impacted by drought since November 
2022.

Drought conditions
 S 59% now
 S 67% a week ago
 S 52% three months ago
 S 88% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 
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June - August  
Panhandle precipitation
Sea surface temperatures in the eastern 
equatorial Pacific recently transitioned 
from cool (La Niña) to normal (Neutral) 
conditions, with a 75 percent chance of 
warm (El Niño) conditions between June 
and August. That’s good news for the 
Panhandle where El Niño is associated 

with above-average 
precipitation during 

those months.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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