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Water conditions
Recent precipitation continues to 
have a positive impact on the drought 
monitor map. The latest map, for 
conditions as of May 23, shows the 
eighth consecutive weekly decrease 
in the area of the state impacted by 
drought. Drought area has reached its 
smallest extent since November 2021.

Drought conditions
 S 42% now
 S 49% a week ago
 S 58% three months ago
 S 79% a year ago
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D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional
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Waco Lake storage
Surface water supplies are improving, albeit at different rates across the state. Storage in Waco Lake has 
increased more than 10 percentage points in May. Lake Limestone (50 miles east of Waco Lake) filled in April, 
while Proctor Lake (80 miles west) is up only 7 percentage points in May.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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