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Water conditions
The area of the state impacted by drought 
increased for the fifth consecutive week. 
In the last week, large areas of West, 
Central, and East Texas experienced one 
class of drought degradation. The total 
area of the state impacted by drought 
has now reached its greatest extent since 
mid-May.

Drought conditions
 S 43% now
 S 31% a week ago
 S 58% three months ago
 S 95% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional
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Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
The latest drought 
outlook from the 
National Weather 
Service, for conditions 
through the end of 
October, anticipates 
continued expansion of 
drought across West, 
Central, and South 
Texas. East Texas is 
expected to see some 
improvement while 
the Panhandle remains 
drought free.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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